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Organization of the Cancer 

System in Ontario 

Å35 years ago the government created an 

organization ñCancer Care Ontarioò to manage 

and co-ordinate cancer treatment research and 

education. 

ïInitially  

ÅThe development and management of Regional 

Cancer Centres 

ïFunding for Radiation Treatment and Medical Oncology  

ÅThe funding of Cancer Research 



Regional 

Cancer 

Centres in 

Ontario 



Cancer Care Ontario  2000-2005 

Major Changes 

ïAs most Cancer Centres were attached to large 

academic hospitals, joint management structures 

became impractical and inappropriate for planning 

regional services. 

ïCCO gave its management responsibilities to the 

large academic hospitals. 

ïRetaining Budget, Quality and Planning 

Responsibilities for the Cancer System. 



Cancer Care Ontario - Current Role 

ÅFunding of Radiation Treatment 

ÅFunding and Management of Chemotherapy 

Drug Budget 

ÅDevelopment of Evidence Based Treatment 

Guidelines 

ÅDevelopment and Monitoring of Quality of 

Care Based on Specific Benchmarks 



Ontarioôs Budget for Cancer Care 2004 

Total = approximately 2 Billion Dollars 



What about Surgical Oncology?  

ÅSurgical Oncology Departments began 

development in most of the large regional 

cancer centres in the early 1990ôs. 

ÅToday all Centres have Departments of 

Surgical Oncology. 

ïSalary Support for Surgical Oncologists (bill for 

operations to the Provincial Government combined 

with Repair Fund) 





Surgical Oncology in Ontario 

is highly Regionalized 




