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Purpose of the Presentation 

ÅReview the Basic Principles of the Canadian Health 

Care System. 

ÅReview the structure and funding of Health Care in 

Canada. 

ÅReview some of the issues and approaches we have 

developed to deal with the problems in our system. 

ÅPredictions for the future. 



Ten Greatest Canadians 

1. Tommy Douglas  

2. Terry Fox  

3. Pierre Elliott Trudeau  

4. Sir Frederick Banting  

5. David Suzuki  

6. Lester B. Pearson  

7. Don Cherry   

8. Sir John A. Macdonald  

9. Alexander Graham Bell  

10. Wayne Gretzky 

CBC Canada 2004 

Å1904-1986 

ÅFather of Canada 

Health Act 1967 

ÅFounding Head of the 

New Democratic Party 

Tommy C. Douglas1967 
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The Canadian Health Care System

  
ÅThe Federal Government defines the principles of 

Health Care-Canada Health Act. 

ÅProvincial Governments are responsible for running 

the health care system. 

ÅFunding 

ï90% Provincial Tax 

revenues 

ï10% Federal Tax 

revenues 

ï10.7% of GNP CAN 

ï16.5% of GNP USA 



Principles of the Canada Health Act 

ÅPublic administration 

ÅComprehensiveness 

ÅUniversality 

ÅPortability 

ÅAccessibility 



Canadian Health Care System  

Canada Health Act 

ïStipulates equal access for all Canadians. 

ïPrivate Medicine and Insurance is not permitted. 

ïServices allowed in the private sector are 

essentially those not covered by the health care 

system including 

aesthetic surgery. 

 



Canada Health Act 

The principles of the Canada Health Act began as 

simple conditions attached to federal funding for 

medicare. Over time, they became much more than 

that. Today, they represent both the values 

underlying the health care system and the 

conditions that governments attach to funding a 

national system of public health care. The 

principles have stood the test of time and continue 

to reflect the values of Canadians. 

Roy J. Romanow, Q.C. November, 2002  



HEALTH CARE  

Medicare is the clearest reflection of Canadian 
values. It is an efficient, morally just and 
administratively superior way to deliver health 
care .  



Our Academic Health Science Centers 

are remarkably similar 

 

 

 

ÅFoster Innovation 

ÅTrain the next 

generation 

ÅOffer care to the most 

complex illnesses 

 

 

 

ÅFoster Innovation 

ÅTrain the next 

generation 

ÅOffer care to the most 

complex illnesses 

 



But there are some fundamental differences 

(U.S. has let insurance companies run health care) 



Attempts by many Presidents to 

Restructure U.S. Health CARE 

Å1912 -Theodore Roosevelt. 

Å1945-Harry Truman 

Å1961-Jack Kennedy 

Å1964-Lyndon Johnson(medicare,medicaid signed into 
law) 

Å1974-Richard Nixon 

Å1986-Ronald Regan 

Å1993-Bill Clinton 

Å2010-Barack Obama(Health care reform is approved) 



 

ÅThere are risks and costs to a program of 

action.But they are far less than the long-range 

risks and costs of comfortable inaction 

Access to Quality,Timely& Affordable 

Health Care 

ÅJohn F.Kennedy 




